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F ollow with us as we take you through the 
complete home security spectrum starting 
with the basic needs that we all look for:

Homes in this country are primarily designed for 
privacy and shelter, not security; security has to be 
added.  Starting with the big picture, we go step 
by step helping you decide what level meets your 
needs.  Many doors (primary doors) which open 
inward, lots of windows and thin walls are what 
make our homes so vulnerable. 

We endeavor to not try to outguess a “what it” or 
“one off” scenario. It is best to go by percentages 
and do everything to increase the security odds in 
your favor. 

When looking at security, you have to evaluate 
what is important to secure:
	 •   Possessions
	 •   Personal space
	 •   Privacy
	 •   Yourself / Family
​
You can tolerate a loss or violation of possessions, 
personal space, and privacy, but you cannot tolerate 
confrontation or loss to you or family.​

Given enough time, tools, motivation, opportunity 
and reward, someone will break into a bank. Put 
a million dollars in gold coins on your floor, if 
someone knows about it, they will get them.

Time:  Make it hard for thieves to enter your 
home. The longer it takes, the more it swings the 
pendulum in your favor.  Speed of entry and speed 
of egress are very important. Speed can be critical 
to the bad guy—because they do not want to get 
trapped inside! ​​
Tools:  Pry-bars, crowbars, impact tools, cutting 
tools, power tools, vehicles—the more it requires 
in tools also means more time is required to enter 
your home.​
Motivation:  Profit or perversion—you never know 
when someone wants to steal from you or harm you.

​Opportunity:  Keep your windows and doors 
locked. Unlocked doors/windows will give them a 
chance to take something valuable.

​Reward:  Thieves are looking for what they can sell 
and what benefit it is to them.

There are two different types of security, soft and 
hard security.

Soft Security is typically alarms, cameras, different 
forms of electronic surveillance.  Soft security 
requires:
	 •   Someone to respond
	 •   An amount of time to respond
	 •   At what level can they respond
 
Soft security is a great add-on but doesn’t help that 
much in protecting you personally. Soft security 
can be a good enhancement to hard security. 
This combination can be your highest level of 
protection.

Hard Security is a physical barrier between you 
and someone that wants to harm or steal from you.  
Hard security is anything that prevents physical 
access to you—something that takes a lot of effort 
and/or tools to overcome.
 
Typically when looking to add security to your 
home, we will deal mostly with hard security.  
There are three levels: 

	 •   Secure all doors
	 •   Secure all doors and some windows
	 •   Secure all doors and all windows

(Rarely do we recommend the third level but 
sometimes it is needed.)
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I n most cases we recommend you start with 
the front or main door.  This is the door you 
answer when someone rings the doorbell.  

Having a security door between you and whoever 
is there, allows you to be safe and then make a 
decision if you want to open the security door to let 
them in. 
​
You also tell someone going by on the street, who 
might be thinking of robbery, that they not only 
cannot get in, but also cannot get out the front door.
​
The next door of importance is any door visible from 
the street.  If they see it is not secured, you move 
them around to that door.  At this point, if what they 
can see has been secured, then they have to assume 
what they cannot see has also been secured.

Doors are so important because they are the source 
of quick entry as well as egress (escape) for would-
be invaders.  If a door is easy to enter—they can 
take something or harm you, then quickly exit, with 
or without your possessions. A slower entry gives 
you more time to protect yourself.
​
When it comes to windows, we recommend two 
ways to decide if you want to secure a window:

	 • �If you feel vulnerable or uncomfortable 
about a window

	 • �If you want to have fresh air and not 
worry about someone entering.

​
We must put a fire release​ on any window guard 
that closes up a bedroom or sleeping area.

Home Security Products, Inc.

Call us today for a free

Security Home Evaluation 

and estimate!

503-771-1282

Peace of mind never  
looked so good!

Visit our website:
www.MascotteSecurity.com

Showroom location and hours:

9258 SE 67th Ave.
M–TH 8-5, F 8–Noon

Mascotte Home Security
can help you make your 

home more secure.
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